
Automatic climate control means that the 

system can be set to a given temperature 

and forgotten. On this 2005 Mazda3, it was 

designed to be set at a comfortable temperature 

and then left to ensure the interior of the vehicle 

remained at the selected steady temperature. 

The system on this motor still worked, 

keeping the vehicle at the set temperature. The 

only problem was that the selected temperature 

had become fixed and could no longer be 

adjusted. Spinning the temperature control dial 

did nothing to alter the interior temperature 

display on the control panel. 

Carrying out a few simple tests, it was 

soon apparent that the control panel itself was 

the source of the problem. A quick phone call to 

our local Mazda dealer 

revealed that the new unit 

came with a €560 price tag. 

Sourcing a second-hand 

unit, much more reasonable at 

€45, and then fitting it into 

the centre consul proved a 

more cost-effective solution. 

This involved the removal of 

the radio and the lower trim 

to access the retaining screws. 

Once fitted into place, we 

were pleased to see that the 

interior temperature could 

now be adjusted as it was 

intended to be.

The day did not start 

well, with the alarm 

failing to go off, the 

problems really started for 

this Peugeot owner though 

when his 2007 407 2.0 HDI 

diesel ran out of fuel. He was 

now late, but had just got to 

work and managed to coast 

down a hill and into a 

parking space. Remembering 

that there was a can of diesel 

which had been used for an 

old generator, during his 

lunch break he had a quick 

look in what was the old 

generator room. 

Sure enough, a 20-litre 

metal container was sitting 

in the corner and had fuel in it. He poured this 

into the tank of his 207 and managed to start the 

motor up. Intending to fill up on his way home, no 

further thought was given to the problem. 

He had travelled less than a mile on his 

homeward journey when the motor shuddered to 

a halt. We were called out to it the next morning. 

After hearing the chain of events, our first check 

was the fuel filter. Taking the top of the filter off, 

the contents inside appeared more like pond 

water than fuel. 

The filter had failed to cope with the extreme 

content of the muck that must have been in the 

fuel and a good flush through of the system was 

needed. Even after the fitting of a new filter and 

filling the tank with fresh diesel the engine could 

not be started. Damage had been done to the 

pump and the injectors were clogged, so even 

more work was required to set the car right, and 

get it back on the road.

The owner of this 2006 Audi A4 TDi was 

concerned due to a noise he could hear 

when braking, so he had brought the vehicle 

into to us asking if we could check out the 

source of the noise. Once the Audi was 

jacked up and the front wheels removed, we 

were concerned about the amount of brake 

pad material left and started to investigate a 

little further. 

Discovering that the surface area of the 

brake pads was larger than the contact area 

of the brake discs, our thoughts were that 

when the brake pads had last been changed, 

the incorrect pads had been fitted. 

When we looked into the matter a little 

further, our investigation proved that this 

was not the case. It was, in fact, the brake 

discs that were the wrong ones for the 

vehicle. These were slightly smaller than 

those that should be fitted, which meant the 

pads had worn on the braking surface, but 

this had left a portion of the pad unworn 

and this was now overlapping the disc. 

This overlapping brake pad material 

was now touching the inner area of the disc 

and was the source of the unwanted noise. 

New brake discs and pads rectified the noise 

problem and should also have restored full 

braking power to the A4.

The brake pad surface was larger than 
the braking surface area of the disc 
allowing the strange wear

MAZDA 3 - Heater Panel Problems

PEUGEOT 407 - Preventable Fuel Problem

The liquid in the fuel filter housing bore little resemblance to 
fuel and had done immeasurable damage

Audi A4 - Strange 
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The radio and lower trim panel require removal, to access 
the fittings for the control unit




