
The last time the owner had used the driver’s window on this 2008 VW Scirocco 2.0 TDi, she had 

heard a couple of strange noises that she described to me as scrapes. Once the window stopped 

working altogether and got 

jammed in the midway position, 

she managed to connect the 

noise to the impending failure 

of the window. 

She did wish she had made 

this connection earlier, as now 

the window was stuck partially 

open and, of course, the rain 

had started. By the time she 

reached me, she was slightly 

wet and not too happy. The 

regulator on the VW does 

comes as a separate unit from 

the motor and this did at least 

help keep the cost down. 

This is also quite a quick 

job to carry out and with the 

local dealer having the part in 

stock, it meant I was able to 

turn the job round and get the 

Scirocco back to her that 

afternoon. The rain had actually 

stopped by then. 

One of the misconceptions that I often 

come across is that low mileage means 

that less maintenance is required. This is not 

the case, and it’s not just use that causes 

problems, many problems can develop even 

when the vehicle is not traveling far. 

One of these problem areas is 

corrosion, which can affect the vehicle 

regardless of the miles travelled. The braking 

system is a prime area for such troubles and 

it is not only the brake discs that can be 

subjected to unwanted rusting, but also the 

brake pipes and hose ferrules. 

This 2006 BMW X5 3.0 diesel, had like 

many other motors, not been used much 

during 2020, leaving the owner to suspect 

that his lower mileage would result in lower 

repair bills. 

Unfortunately, the BMW had still been 

sitting out on the road during the lock down 

period and so this had not prevented the rust 

from doing its worst. Before this X5 could 

get its new NCT certificate, it was going to 

need a couple of brake hoses at the front. 

The metal ferrules clamping the hose onto 

the union had rusted, and could fail allowing 

for the sudden loss of brake pressure. 

Coming up for the NCT, this owner was 

confident that his 2013 Nissan Juke was 

going to sail through the test, to be fair most 

owners are pretty optimistic about their 

vehicles when it comes to the NCT and many 

owners are shocked when the failure occurs. 

Although it had covered 95,000 miles 

this Juke was in pretty good condition, and 

had been regularly serviced. It did only fail on 

one point, the lower arm bush which has 

slipped out of place. 

I discovered that this was a lower arm 

that had been replaced at an earlier stage in 

the Juke’s life after an incident on the ice one 

winterers night. The Juke had slide sideways 

into the kerb and the original arm had been 

bent. I suspect the replacement unit may have 

been a cheaper pattern part. 

The arm was replaced with a reputable 

unit, and afterwards the tracking was 

checked to ensure that we weren’t going to 

see the Juke back with signs of tyre wear, 

unless of course another hard winter causes 

problems. 

The bush was not particularly worn 
but had slipped out of place in the 
lower arm

VW Scirocco - Window cable failure

BMW X5 - Brake pipe corrosion

The BMW hadn’t travelled far but that didn’t stop 
the corrosion from getting into the brake pipes

Slipped suspension 
bush - Nissan Juke
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Once the motor was removed 
the failed and mangled cable 
at the heart of the problem 
was easy to spot


