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The owner of this 2007 
BMW X5 brought the 

motor to me with both the ABS 
and 4X4 warning lights on. My 
first action was to connect my 
scanner and look for any codes 
in the system. I found that the 
codes coming up from the 
transmission control module 
were 4F7A (EGS: Signal from 
transfer box is faulty), 5462 
(Servomotor or coupling force 
too high) and 5463 (which 
also indicates Servo motor or 
coupling force too high). The 
ABS code was 5F3A (Transfer case malfunction).
	 Thankfully for this BMW’s owner, the failure 

wasn’t inside the transfer case. 
The problem was with the drive 
gear on the control motor, 
which is available as a separate 
unit in the form of a repair kit.
	 Removing the old motor 
I discovered the gear was 
stripped, and it was just 
spinning and not operating 
the mechanism. After cleaning 
things up a bit and fitting the 

repair kit with the new gear, 
I carried out a transfer box 
oil change, which got this 
X5 back on the road, with 

the 4X4 system working again and the unwanted 
lights extinguished.

The owner of this 2007 Renault 
Clio Dynamique was having to 

regularly top up the expansion bottle in 
the cooling system, and he was concerned 
that this may be due a problem with the 
head gasket. There was no basis to this 
assumption, but I have discovered that at 
the first sign of any coolant trouble, many 
owners without any due reason either 
blame the radiator or the head gasket.
	 After a glance under the bonnet, 
I could see the telltale signs of coolant 
spraying out in a fine jet from the back of 
the engine. The trouble turned out to be 
one of the heater hoses. When the engine 
was hot and the cooling system was under 
pressure, the hose was leaking slightly.
	 This was easily spotted once the 
cooling system was pressurised, confirming 
which hose was the culprit. The specially 
shaped hose was acquired, and once 
fitted and the cooling system bled out, 
the owners would now no longer need to 
continually top up the system.

The telltale sign that a small jet of 
coolant had been spraying from one of 
the heater hoses

The owner of this 2005 Ford Transit 2.4 diesel 
350, had brought the vehicle to me, as it was 

suffering from a bad clutch judder, and he was 
concerned that it was going to let him down when 
he needed it most. Using the motor for furniture 
removals, he was pretty booked up over the coming 

weeks and wanted things sorted as soon as 
possible.
	 As the engine gearbox on this motor 
is the in-line version, the book time for 
the clutch is much lower than the newer 
transverse layout and can be completed in 
under four hours.
	 Removing the gearbox and dropping the 
clutch down, I discovered that the Transit was 
fitted with a Dual Mass flywheel, but an early 

version which was more of a torsional vibration 
damper, and still required the clutch centre plate 

to have the springs built in to absorb the take up.
	 The flywheel was well and truly shot. It was 
the source of the drive problems, adding €200 to the 
price of the job, the owner was happy that the whole 
thing was turned round and back on the road within 
the day.

The rubber in the flywheel had deteriorated

Ford Transit - Juddering clutch problem

BMW X5 - Transfer box control failure

The nylon drive gear had stripped and 

was no longer driving the transfer 

control Renault Clio - 
Losing coolant
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