
The EGR valve on this 2013 Skoda diesel had

been a reoccurring problem for a while now.

According to the owner, he had already had it in

at another garage for the same fault. The previous

garage had made an attempt to clean out the

EGR system, but the code always returned.

On this VAG engine, the EGR valve is

supplied as a complete unit with the EGR cooler,

and fits up at the rear of the engine. The job of

replacing it is not particularly difficult, but due to

its size and position, it isn’t a five-minute job. The

first move is to remove the offside driveshaf,t as

this allows a much easier access to the EGR unit

and cooler.

The access is still restricted and the exhaust

down pipe then needs to be disconnected from

the turbo in order to gain access to the bolts. The

cooling system needs to be drained and the turbo

oil return pipe has to be disconnected, this will

then give enough room to manoeuvre the unit out

of place

Once this one was out, the new unit,

supplied complete with gaskets, was fitted and

the fault code cleared. One point to check when

replacing the unit is the small flexible metal pipes

that connect to it, these are known to crack

causing further problems.

Dirty, black oil dripping from under the

front of a vehicle is not a pretty sight,

and the resulting mess left on the road is

equally disdainful. The owner of this 2004

Opel Corsa was regularly checking the oil.

Up until the day the drip started, the engine

had not used a drop.

Once he discovered the drip, the oil

usage began to increase rapidly. He knew

that this wasn’t a good situation and

booked the motor into us for attention.

Oil leaks can be difficult to find,

especially if they have been present for a

while. In those circumstances, the oil builds

up and ends up coating the whole of the

engine. As the oil leak on this Corsa was

quite new, and also very severe, we soon

tracked down the cause of the problem.

The oil pressure switch had failed

internally, and was allowing a steady flow of

oil out through the centre of the switch. A

new switch and a quick clean down of the

area around and below the area soon had

the oil usage back down to zero.

With the oil pressure switch replaced,
the leak was halted.

Škoda Superb - EGR Valve Replacement

Ihave moaned before, and

will probably moan again,

about certain manufactures

strange positioning of service

components. Positioning of the

filters can make a big difference

to the enjoyment of servicing

the vehicle.

This 2015 Citroen Cactus

1.6 Diesel deserves a mention

for the awkwardness of access

to the oil filter. Sitting low

down on the nearside of the

engine, it is hidden by the

turbo and air induction pipes.

These pipes are both plastic,

and I feel that after too many

removal and fitting operations,

will begin to lose their shape. I

was told it should be possible by removing just the

large induction ducting from the front grill, but

this does not allow sufficient access to correctly

locate the threaded cover.

The result of this is that on older Citroens,

we already see these plastic induction pipes

incorrectly fitted and flopping around.

My other worry is that when removing the

turbo induction pipe, to access the oil filter

housing, this then leaves a gaping hole straight

into the turbo. For safety sake, and to prevent the

worry of something unwanted dropping into the

exposed turbo, we always cover the opening as

soon as the hose is removed.

Because the drain plug is built into the oil

filter, fitting the new filter requires the element to

be located in the base of the housing before the

top can then be fitted. Caution is required due to

the position to ensure the cap thread is correctly

located before tightening the housing down.

Citroen Cactus - Oil Filter Access

Access to the housing first requires the induction hoses to be
removed, note we have covered the opening to the turbo
with a glove for safety
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The unit with the cooler attached needs to
be carefully manoeuvred out of position
and the flexible pipes should be checked.
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