
Having covered nearly 300,000 miles in his 

2005 VW Caddy van, the owner was not 

too sure how much more he wanted to spend to 

keep the workhorse on the road. It did normally 

breeze through the NCT, and was pretty reliable. 

Just recently, the brake pedal had begun to 

sink slightly in use. Our first priority was to 

discover where the leak was coming from. With 

the VW up on the ramp, there were no obvious 

leaks. All the brake callipers were dry and were 

not the source of the problem. 

The next check was going to be the brake 

master cylinder, which could have been leaking 

into the servo. Before getting to that, we 

spotted a damp patch around the gearbox. 

Looking slightly closer, we discovered that it was 

brake fluid leaking from the ABS unit which sits 

just under the battery tray, just above the rear 

corner of the gearbox. This was the source of 

the leak. 

A repair unit consisting of the ABS valve 

assembly minus the electronics was sourced for 

€300 and the owner considered this a fair 

price. 

The fitting of the unit is not too 

complicated, but does require the battery and 

battery tray to be removed first. The important 

part of this job is to ensure that the six brake 

pipes are all started by hand, ensuring the 

threads are not damaged in fitting. 

Once fitted, the brake system was bled out 

and the braking system was returned to normal, 

keeping this Caddy on the road for a bit longer.

With only a minimum 

amount of fluid being 

pushed out of the washer jets 

on this 2001 Renault Cli, it 

was no wonder that they 

were failing to dampen the 

windscreen sufficiently to 

clean it. The owner had tried 

to clear the washer jets with 

numerous pieces of wire, but 

this had failed to have any 

effect. 

Finally, having done all 

he could without reaching a 

solution, the Clio was bought 

into our workshop to have 

the problem rectified. After 

disconnecting the washer tube from the washer 

jet, and then operating the motor, it became 

clear that the pump was failing to deliver 

enough screen wash through the pipes. 

This meant that it wasn’t the washer jets 

at fault, but a weak washer pump. On this Clio, 

unlike many modern vehicles, the washer pump 

is easily accessed from the rear of the engine 

bay under the scuttle panel. 

With the washer bottle cleaned out and a 

new pump fitted, the screen wash was 

replenished and the washers tested. They now 

emitted a good jet of fluid across the 

windscreen.

As soon as the owner of this 2012 Nissan 

NV200 van described his symptoms, 

the diagnosis was quickly made without even 

seeing the vehicle. It was a turbo intercooler 

pipe failure. He had described the loss of 

power, coupled with the sound of a large 

rush of air. This was enough to go on. 

Once the vehicle arrived in the 

workshop, we were expecting to have to 

inspect the whole system to discover the 

source of the failure. Conveniently for us, the 

turbo pipe had fractured at the top of the 

engine and was immediately visible as soon 

as the bonnet was opened. 

Phoning the Nissan dealer, we were 

informed that this was a common failure and 

a new improved version of the hose was now 

available for around €150. The owner was 

happy to hear that the new pipe was 

somehow improved, and this would 

hopefully prevent the problem from 

reoccurring in the future. 

When collecting the new improved 

pipe, we were slightly bemused as we could 

notice no difference in its design, and it 

appears to be exactly the same as the old 

failed unit. Hopefully it will hold up and may 

be stronger internally.

The intercooler pipe had split at the 
top of the engine where it joins onto 
the connector
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The washer pump on this Clio is easily accessed by unclipping 
and lifting up the plastic front scuttle panel. 
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The ABS unit is fitted beneath the battery tray; 
the repair unit comes without the electronics 
which need to be fitted on




