
The bonnet on this 2006 Ford Focus 1.6 had 

very likely not been opened since the last 

time the Focus was in my workshop, and that was 

around a year ago. A quick call to the owner 

confirmed my suspicions, and told me he had not 

had a need to open it, all was running OK he said. 

The problem with the bonnet release system 

on the Focus is that the key operated cable which 

travels back to the lock can stretch 

and not turn the catch enough to 

release it. Another common failure is 

a small plastic clip in the end of the 

cable that can also fail and stop the 

bonnet from opening. I have seen a 

few different methods of releasing 

the bonnet under these 

circumstances, but they all result in a 

new catch and cable being needed, 

so before I started I ordered up the 

new parts. 

In the case of this Focus, I 

was able to grab the outer cable of 

the release mechanism after 

removing the lower shield, by going 

up from underneath, and in front of 

the radiator. Once the cable was 

firmly grasped in a pair of grips I 

twisted it, which in turn twisted the 

mechanism sufficiently to pop the 

bonnet. Of course, once the bonnet 

is opened the grill can be removed 

and access from there on is easy.

When the owner of 

this 1.2 litre 2007 

Renault Clio III began to have 

starting trouble, the first 

thing she did was to go out 

and buy a new battery. She 

had owned the Clio for over 

six years, and knew that the 

battery was at least that old. 

Not a record, but a decent 

time for a battery to last. 

The new battery did 

not make any difference to 

the starting ability of the 

little Renault. Even with the 

new battery, the engine 

would turn over ok, but then 

stuttered and the starter cut 

out. After a few attempts 

the engine did start, but she 

now knew it probably wasn’t the battery at fault. 

When she came along to see me, I first 

checked over the earth cable fittings and battery 

terminals before arriving at the conclusion it was 

in fact, the starter which was at fault. The book 

time on replacing the starter on this one is 0.9 

hours and once the engine has cooled down that 

is an achievable time. 

With the new starter fitted, the Clio spun 

into life at the first turn of the key.

Serviced liked clockwork every year, this 

2004 Suzuki Wagon R had covered 

under 60,000 miles and was in a nice clean 

condition. The owner had looked after the 

mini MPV and if something needed doing, 

she would get it done. But when I advised 

something was going to need to be done, 

she would always say “well, that can wait”. 

I had noted that the rubber boots on 

the lower suspension ball joints were 

looking a little worse for wear and had 

hinted that replacing them may save a 

problem down the line. In her mind the time 

to do that would be when the problem 

occurred, and I wasn’t going to make her 

believe otherwise. 

When the next NCT test came around 

the rubber and boot had perished, and was 

now not protecting the lower ball joint. This 

had allowed grit and dirt from the roadway 

to enter the joint, which had consequently 

worn and now also needed replacing. 

A new lower arm was needed, but of 

course I wasn’t going to say I told you so. It 

is a fact a stitch in time saves nine!

The perished rubber boot had allowed 
the dirt and grime from the road to 
enter the ball joint causing it to wear

Ford Focus - Bonnet release trouble

Renault Clio - Starter failure or battery

The old starter was displaying the Renault Logo and so was 
very likely the original unit

Suzuki Wagon R - 
Boot bother
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After removing the under shield and accessing the outer 
cable it can be gripped tightly and then turning it may often 
release the bonnet, however a new cable will be required
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