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Electric vehicles are beginning to become 
a more common sight. Over the next 

few years, we are undoubtably going to see 
more EVs introduced, and so this is another 
advancement that we in the workshops are 
going to need to get acquainted with.
 I am hoping that in time, the battery 
capacity will become sufficient to meet the 
same range which is well within the capability 
of any Internal combustion engine (ICE) 
vehicle, without a further visit to a fuel station, 
but this will also depend on the costs involved.
 The Nissan Leaf and BMW i3 & i8 are well 
known electric vehicles. Tthere are, of course, a 
few others which have been steadily growing in 
numbers on our roads and are going relatively 
unnoticed. The owner of the 2017 e-Golf IIV 
asked me to get the NCT carried out and give it 
the necessary service.

 With no oils to change, and with the 
regenerative braking system taking the strain 
from the brake lining, there is very little to do on 
a service. The brake fluid was due to be changed, 
along with the cabin filter, but otherwise the 
work required to keep the EV on the road is 
minimal. This one sailed through the NCT, and 
was soon turned around and back out on the 
road.

The owner had recently bought this 2007 
Fiat Panda 1100, as a starter vehicle for his 

son. Dad didn’t really want to insure him on his 

2018 Audi A5 and thought that this would be a 
good comprise.
 The father had used the Panda a few times 
for short trips, to ensure that it was going to be 
OK, while waiting for his son to gain his licence 
and had noticed an intermittent misfire. He also 
reported that, at one point, the revs appeared to 
be sitting high, but then levelled out again.
 I noticed that the coil packs were not too 
old. Once I had gone a little deeper and removed 
the plastic cover over the ECU, I discovered that 
both multiplugs had been secured with cable 
ties. The merest touch of the back multiplug was 
enough to send the engine into a light misfire. 
When the plug was pushed in, the misfire ceased 
and the revs began to rise.
 The problem was resolved without major 
expense, by removing the multiplugs and 
cleaning them with an electrical contact spray 
before then re-securing them.

Cable ties had been used to secure the 
plugs
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This 2004 Jeep Grand Cherokee 2.7 CRD had been 
running without fault the night before, but was 

now refusing to start.
 We quickly discovered that no fuel was getting 
through to the injection pump, the tank was ¾ full, 
according to the gauge, and this was correct as far 
the owner knew. Checking through the fuel lines, 
we discovered that the small pipe up to the bleed off 
had a large hole which had suddenly appeared in it. 
This certainly could not have been there the evening 
before. I have seen this type of damage before, chewing 
from either a mouse or a squirrel. This problem is not 
restricted to owners living in a rural location.
 The fuel pipe was repaired, before bleeding fully 
and starting the engine. 

Will the mouse or squirrel return?

Grand Cherokee  - 
Sudden non-start




