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TRANSMISSION
SUPPORT ARM

LAS8579

• Universal applications, can be used in tight
  engine bays & transmission tunnels.
• One person and hands free operation.
• 200kg safe working load.
• Designed to fit vertical transmission jacks
  with 25mm and 30mm shafts.

Time Saving Removal & Fitment

*Some applications may vary or require additional tools.

This 2009 Ford Focus 1.8 diesel, had been 
starting without issue all through the coldest 

weather. When the mornings were becoming a little 
milder, things were taking a downturn. The engine 
needed cranking a lot more than it used to. Although 
most people realise that the glow plugs are essential 
in winter, warming up the cylinder to allow the 
mixture to combust, they are also needed even when 
the ambient temperature becomes a little higher.
 Easily accessed on this engine, I removed the 
connecting feed wire to the glow plugs and used the 
ammeter to check the resistance of each plug. Three 
out of the four did not pass the test, and as these are 
more old school glow plugs, not the more expensive 
type often used now, I decided that the best option 
would be to replace all four.
 The old standard size glow plugs do not 
normally encounter the same problems when 
removing then that the newer pencil type can, but 

taking precautions, I warmed the engine and allowed 
the threads to have a soak in penetrating fluid before 
attempting the removal.
 The job went smoothly, and the new glow 
plugs were soon in place and connected up again. 
The proof of the pudding would, of course, be in the 
way the engine started the next morning, but I was 
quite confident that this Ford’s starting problems 
were over.

When an early MINI (R50) comes 
in for a steering problem, it can 

often be connected to a failing electric 
steering motor, these can (and do) often 
overheat and fail. On this 2007 MINI 
Cooper, I was asked to check that the 
cooling fan for the steering motor was 
operational, hoping this may explain the 
problem. The fan was spinning freely and 
was not going to fail. The steering though 
was a little on the heavy side.
 The first place I looked was at the 
base of the steering column, to check the 
lower universal joint.
 Sure enough, it was dry and rusted. 
When disconnected, it was very stiff. 
I have been successful freeing these 
joints up before, so I soaked the joint 
in a mixture of penetrating oil and thin 
hydraulic oil overnight. The next morning, 
a few movements of the joint was enough 
to free everything up and I was happy that 
the smooth operation would continue, 
saving the cost of any new parts.

A regular check and lubrication would 
have prevented the problem

This 2006 Peugeot 207 1.4 16, belonged to 
the daughter of a good friend. The problem 

started with a difficulty in selecting gear, and 
suspecting that perhaps the clutch had sucked 
air into the hydraulics, he asked me to change 
the clutch master and the clutch slave cylinder, 
hoping this would solve the problem. Then, a nasty 
screeching noise started coming from the area 
of the gearbox, whenever the clutch pedal was 
depressed. It was decided that the gearbox needed 
to come out.
 Once the gearbox was out, it was found that 
one of the springs in the clutch friction plate had 
begun to break free, and was now dragging on the 
underside of the pressure plate springs. This was the 
source of the screeching sound and the reason for 
the ineffective operation of the clutch.
 With the new clutch in place, all of the  
problems sorted out.

One of the centre plate springs had broke 
loose and was interfering with the clutch

PEUGEOT 207 - Clutch clearance trouble

Focus - Glow plug issue

The glow plugs on this Ford are 
slightly less troublesome

MINI - Lumpy 
steering feel
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