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Regardless of the weather or outside 
temperature, this little 2013 Seat Ibiza 

1.4 would normally start at the first flick of the 
ignition. The engine, recently on a couple of 
occasions, had simply spun over without any 
effort at firing.
	 Because the motor was normally so 
reliable, and this kind of thing was rare, the 
owner decided to see if I could offer a quick 
solution. On the journey to my garage, the 
engine management light (EML) illuminated. This 
convinced her she was doing the right thing by 
coming to see me.
	 It also made things much simpler for me, as 
with the EML glowing, I knew there were going 
to be some code in the ECU that I could retrieve 
and this should give me a clue.
	 Plugging in my scanner, I retrieved two 
codes: the VAG specific 00740 and the EOBD 
code P3007. Both of these were directing me to 
the camshaft sensor, which is conveniently located 
at the very top of the engine.
	 After checking that the connecting plug was 
secure, and that the feeds were correct, I decided 
the best option would be to replace the sensor. 
Being so accessible, this was a simple job. With 
the camshaft sensor costing under €40, it was not 
going to break the bank.

Bought for a snip and advertised by a 
local dealer as a part exchange bargain, 

this little 2000 Ford Ka had given the owner 
six months of trouble free motoring, so at 
this point he was happy that he had got his 
money’s worth out of the motor.

	 He was slightly less pleased when he 
heard a thump from under the bonnet and 
felt something shift, making the going a little 
lumpy. Lifting the bonnet he was dismayed 
to see the back end of the engine much 
lower than it should have been. Thankfully 
he was not too far away and decided to limp 
round to see me.

	 A quick look revealed the gearbox 
mounting bracket had failed and allowed 
the gearbox, along with the back end of the 
engine to drop around 6 inches. Once fitted 
the bargain basement motor was back up and 
running again.

The gearbox mount had broken allowing the 
engine to drop down

The owner of this 2007 Renault Modus 
1.6 was not budgeting for any problems, 

and so was pretty upset when she came to 
see me. The little Modus was not aware that it 
was supposed to be behaving and had begun 
to develop a little hiccup now and again. The 
owner had ignored it at first, but now the 
engine management light had flicker on and 
did not go out again. At this stage, the owner 
realised that the problem needed to be sorted 
out before further damage could occur.
	 The fault code stored, P0303, indicated 
that the problem was with cylinder 3. As the 
owners finances were tight, I decided the first 
move would be to swap the coil packs and 
spark plugs around between cylinders 2 and 3. 
This saves replacing parts unnecessarily and will 
give a good indication of what maybe at the 
source of the problem.

	

With the coil pack and plugs swapped round 
and the codes cleared, the engine was fired up 
again. The same P0303 code was flagged up. 
This narrowed the problem down, leaving the 
most probable reason to be an injector or a 
wiring fault.
	 The job to remove the injectors on this 
engine is just under an hour and a half, but it 
was worth the trouble. When the injectors were 
swapped around, a new code of P0302. Once 
the injector that had originally been in cylinder 
3 had been replaced, all was well again.

Swapping the injectors gave a definite 
indication that it was the injector at fault

Misfiring Modus

Poor starting Ibiza

The Cam Sensor was the cause of the problems 
on this SEAT

KA engine falling
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