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Having his own code reader, 
the owner of this 2013 Honda 

Civic diesel, was able to check and 
read off his own fault codes, before 
coming along to see me. The codes 
he had read off were P16CD (No. 1 
Glow Plug Circuit Open) and P049B 
(Exhaust Gas Recirculation B Flow 
Insufficient Detected). These were 
showing two different issues. He 
had looked for the codes himself, as 
the Honda was suffering from poor 
running issues, the motor was feeling a little 
rough when accelerating. With the two codes 
he had, he was unsure where to start.
 I suspected the last code, P049B, was the 
one giving the poor acceleration. It refers to the 
EGR valve and indicates insufficient flow. The 
details on the other code refer to the glow plug 
circuit (P16CD) and although these issues also 
needed addressing, the EGR valve was the one I 
was going to start with.
 To begin, I was going to read the codes 
myself, just to ensure that I was not chasing 
my tail looking for problems with the incorrect 
information. I did check the codes, and these 

were correct.
 The EGR valve on this engine is very 
accessible and easily removed and cleaned, so 
this was my first step. After a good clean of 
the EGR valve, it was refitted and then I moved 
onto the glow plug code.
 Checking the continuity of the glow plug 
circuit, I found it was a poor connection on the 
glow plug terminal that was causing the code 
to appear.
 With this glow plug connection rectified, 
and the EGR clean, I started up the engine. 
During a good test drive, I was pleased to see 
that the Check Engine stayed off.

This little 1999 Nissan 
Micra was still going 

strong. Its owner now only 
covered only a nominal 
mileage each year.
 The Nissan always 
came in once a year for a 
service, and an inspection, 
prior to presenting it 
for the NCT. The owner 
commented that she was 
looking forward to the 
cars 30th birthday. The 
Nissan was safely garaged 
when parked up, which 
had helped to keep it in 
pretty good nick for the 
age.
 Other that the occasional note on brake 
balance, no doubt the result of the low use, 

the Micra normally sailed 
through the NCT.
 When checking the Micra 
over this year, there were signs 
that the ravages of age had 
started to attack the brake 
hoses. I found one of the rear 
hoses badly split and perished, 
the owner decided that 
replacing all four would be a 
prudent move, this meant that 
the brakes could be bled out 
just once.
 The new brake hoses 
were fitted, and the brakes 
system bled out with fresh 
fluid in the system. The 
Nissan was ready to present 

for the NCT, which it passed again, giving it 
another year on the road.

Old age had caught up with one of 
the brake hoses

Nissan Micra - Aged brake hose worry

Poorly running 
Honda Civic

The EGR valve is nicely accessible at the top of the engine 
making things easy
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