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Unfortunately, it can be the case that a 

little knowledge is a dangerous thing. 

This is often the case when applied to vehicle 

brakes. The owner of this 2006 Chevrolet 

Lacetti 1.6 automatic had been told by her 

partner that as it was her car she should look 

after it. This included two weekly and monthly 

checks and gave her instructions on how to 

check the under bonnet levels, check the tyre 

pressures and, while doing this, to check the 

brake pads. This was not a full check, but just 

a glance through the nearside wheel where 

the outer pad was visible.

 She was confi dent that the brake pads 

were good after carrying out her checks,  so 

when a strange grinding noise began, she 

knew it couldn’t be the brakes. After I had a 

look, I had diffi culty convincing her that the 

noise was from the brakes, even though the 

pad she could see was in good order.

 The offside front brake caliper had seized 

and caused the brake pads, which she had 

not looked at, 

to wear down at 

an accelerated 

rate. The brake 

lining was worn 

completely, and 

the backing metal 

of the brake pads 

were touching the 

brake disc. The 

Chevrolet needed 

not only a new 

brake caliper, but 

also a new brake 

disc and pads 

before it was safe 

to use again.

The owner of this 2007 BMW 520D 

estate, had already had a look at the 

problem of the rear lamp, which was failing 

to illuminate and was concerned that the 

complete rear lamp needed replacing. The light 

was not operating and as the unit had integral 

LED lamps, this meant that the whole thing 

would have needed to be replaced.

 He had gone as far as removing the lamp 

to have a look, but with nothing to see he had 

put it back in place and driven along to ask me 

to have a look.

 A quick test with a volt meter was all 

that was needed to confi rm that the problem 

wasn’t the lamp, but the feed to the lamp. 

Tracing the wiring back, the problem turned 

out to be a failure in the short wiring loom 

between the rear hatch and the body.

 The loom between the hatch and the 

body on the BMW is not only well hidden but 

diffi cult to get to, but this normally ensures 

that problems like this don’t occur that often.

By only checking the nearside, the offside wear had gone unnoticed

One of my regulars had just bought 

a Opel Zafi ra, as a replacement 

workhorse for his painting and decorating 

business. The previous estate had been 

long overdue a replacement, and a failed 

head gasket fi nally sent it to the scrap 

yard.

 The motor didn’t need to be tidy as 

the constant in and out with paint cans 

and brushes would ensure that the motor 

would not stay pretty very long, but a car 

was a better option for the owner than a 

van.

 He was pleased with his bargain 

basement motor, which was a 2004 Zafi ra 

with the 1.8 engine. It was a nice drive 

and came with two keys. Which the seller 

had told him were both fully working. But 

would probably need new batteries as the 

remote had stopped working a while ago 

and they had never bothered to replace 

the batteries.

 I carry the small CR batteries in stock 

and so opened up the fi rst key and fi tted 

the battery, I then opened up the second 

key and found that it was totally empty, 

no printed circuit and no battery holder. 

If this key had ever worked it could only 

have been by divine intervention!

How could this key ever work? 
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