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The owner asked 

me to have a 

look at their 2009 

Renault Megane 

Dynamique 1.5 

diesel, to find the 

cause of a vibration 

problem. I discovered 

that the vehicle had 

two reasons for 

the one complaint. 

The vibration was 

occurring at speeds of 

above 50 MPH, and 

was then amplified 

when braking. My 

first concern was 

that the problem may 

have been due to a 

suspension fault, which 

can often be the cause of both symptoms.

 After checking the suspension joints and 

bushes, all of which appeared to be good, I 

moved on to check the brakes and the tyres. 

Both the brakes and the tyres were found to 

be defective. The rear brake discs had corroded 

badly, and the rear tyres were both worn and 

misshapen and were showing signs of internal 

failure.

 The remedy wasn’t cheap, as the brake 

discs on the Megane come complete with the 

hub bearing, but brake discs and tyres were 

necessary to rectify this vibration problem.

 Once all repairs were finished, the owner 

remarked that it was like driving a different 

vehicle, and I am sure it was a lot safer.

Charging problems on modern vehicles 

are not always straight forward. Not 

only can the alternator fail, but on some 

motors the smart charging system control 

unit may be at fault. No longer can you just 

replace the alternator because the charging 

light is on, the system needs to be checked 

first to ensure that the problem 

isn’t in another part of the circuit.

 This SEAT Arosa 1.0 was 

brought into my garage because 

the red ignition warning light had 

been glowing. It wasn’t actually 

glowing when they brought it 

to me, but the owner was wise 

enough to know that problems 

don’t normally fix themselves.

 I used a simple volt meter 

to check the output at the battery. 

At first it looked to be OK, putting 

out 14.2V on tick over. When the 

headlamps were switched on, the 

voltage quickly dropped to below 

12V at idle. Even when revving the 

engine slightly, the voltage would 

not go above 12.4 V.

 I checked through the continuity of 

the circuit, which was all good, and decided 

that the alternator should be changed. After 

replacing the alternator and the auxiliary drive 

belt, I re-checked the output to find that with 

the headlamps on, a steady 14V could still be 

read off.

The vibration was the result of the poor condition of the tyres 
and the brake discs

Knocks and bangs are one of the 

most annoying problems that 

motorists can have. Not only are they 

annoying, but they are often a strong 

indication of a looming problem that will 

certainly get worse as time goes by. This 

2007 Zafira 1.8 had just such a knock 

from the front suspension. The owner 

knew that this would not only get worse, 

and could also possibly be causing further 

damage.

 When the vehicle was brought to my 

garage, I jacked up the offside and soon 

discovered that the top mount on the strut 

had rotted through the centre, allowing 

the strut top to bang around. The rubber 

strut top tends to go like jelly when it 

begins to fail, and there were signs of this 

jelly like substance on the thread of the 

strut. Thankfully, once the top nut was 

removed the thread cleaned up without 

issue.

 With the new top mount fitted 

and back together, my only task was to 

convince the owner that the nearside 

would probably be in the same condition 

and was worth changing before it also 

started banging around.

The rubber of the top mount had 
perished and was allowing the strut 
top to move around
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SEAT Arosa - Alternator issues

The alternator on the Seat Arosa is nicely accessible 
which makes the replacement job easy




