
One of my regulars asked me if I would 

connect up his 2004 VW Golf 1.9 TDi to my 

scanner, in an attempt to try and identify an 

ongoing problem he had been having. Every now 

and again, the engine would start to behave in an 

erratic fashion and the Check Engine light would 

come on. 

The problem would appear to correct itself 

after a while, and then 

wouldn’t show up again for 

normally around a couple of 

hundred miles. The period 

between the appearance of the 

problem was now reducing and 

so the owner decided that 

action was need before things 

progressed further. 

The code I read was 18074 - 

PD Unit Injector; Cylinder 1 

(N240): Electrical Malfunction 

P1666. This was enough to 

confirm the area of the 

problem and I suspected that 

the injector loom which runs 

through the cylinder head was 

going to be at fault. 

The loom is easy to change 

on the transverse engine and 

he decided to not only take my 

advice, but to also let me do 

the job. 

Once the loom was replaced 

and the codes cleared, the 

problem appears to be fixed, 

hopefully this will be the end of 

the misfire problems.

Oil leaks can often be

very tricky to track

down and sometimes 

difficult to fix. Replacing an

oil seal will not always 

remedy the problem if the 

system is pressurising. What

may appear to be a 

straightforward job is not

always so. 

The first problem is

washing away the oil which 

has already leaked out and

smothered itself all around 

the engine, then you have to 

hope the fresh escaping oil

will show itself and its 

source.

The leak on this 2005 Opel Corsa was not 

going to present a problem, and as soon as I lifted 

the bonnet I could see the oil dripping from the

end of the oil pressure switch. Rarely is it so easy. 

The switch is also nicely accessible and so 

fitting the replacement was almost as quick, all

that remained was for the oil to be topped up and

the residue down the front of the engine to be 

cleaned away. 

The loom which runs through the cylinder head to feed the 
injectors was the cause of the troubles and after 
replacement all was well

Normally, when the owner of a diesel 

complains of a starting problem, it is 

expected to be either low battery or fuel related.

So I would expect the job to be either checking the 

charging rate or the glow plugs. The owner of this 

2008 Mercedes C200 Elegance diesel had

described the problem as being poor starting, but

the fault was actually that there was no response 

when putting the key into the ignition. 

Occasionally when putting the key into the 

ignition the engine would fail to turn, and also 

would not release the steering lock. When this

occurred, the owner would repeatedly pull the key 

out of the ignition and then try again, until 

eventually the key would turn and the car would 

start. 

This is a problem I have come across before

on the C-Class, and it can be down to one of three

different problems. Either the key or receptor has 

failed or the steering lock mechanism itself has 

failed. Knowing from experience it is best to get

this problem resolved before total failure. If the 

problem is the steering lock mechanism, removing 

it when in the locked position is a very difficult

task. This is because when locked the stud which 

holds it to the column cannot be released. The only

way then is to start sawing. 

Luckily, this one could be activated and then

the securing nut could be removed and the stud

pushed back to release the lock assembly. Once in 

place, the new unit then needs to be coded using 

Mercedes software, so not one to tackle without 

the proper kit.

The steering lock will only come free
of the column by pushing the 
threaded fixing into the lock, this can
only be done in the unlocked position

Volkswagen Golf - Diesel misfire problem

Opel Corsa - An easily fixed oil leak

The source of the oil leak was spotted as soon as I looked under
the bonnet and the oil pressure switch was easily replaced
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Non start problem
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