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The owner of this 2004 VW Lupo 1.7 
diesel, was perfectly capable of carrying 

out day to day servicing. This meant I didn’t get 
to see it too often. When there was a problem, 
he would also come to me. The owner had 
now asked me to try and solve the poor starting 
issue he was having.
 The problem with the starting had got 
progressively worse over the past two weeks, 
and he admitted, this had only started being 
a problem after he had carried out the annual 
service. He had fitted a new fuel filter, which 
had bled out easily, and the engine had fired up 
after the replacement without issue.
 My first concern was that even after two 
weeks, there still appeared to be a light film 
of diesel around the top of the fuel filter. This 
would normally have been dispersed over that 
time, so I started by cleaning this thoroughly 
and then checking to see if there was any 
reappearance of the diesel.
 After a short drive, I could see that the 
lightest film of diesel had indeed reappeared. 
I was pretty sure that if diesel was creeping 
out, air could just as easily be creeping in. The 
seals for the filter are available, but I thought 
changing the small T piece would be a better 
option. This is often supplied with the fuel filter, 
but hadn’t been with this one.

 With the new T piece fitted, and the top 
of the filter cleaned again, the Lupo was given 
another run. This time the filter stayed dry, so 
the chances of the poor starting being cured 
were good.

At first, the plumber who owned 
this VW Transporter was under the 

impression that he had engine problems and 
was concerned with the power loss. He then 
realised that a strange odour was being emitted 
from the brakes. It slowly dawned on him, that 
the brakes had been binding. Making what 

could be considered a silly mistake, he felt 
the temperature of one of the brake discs by 
placing his finger though the gap in the wheel.
 One burnt finger later, he phoned me 
to ask if I could have a look at the problem 
for him. I booked the motor in and when 
he arrived, a quick attempt at driving the 
Transporter confirmed that the brakes were 
binding.
 Releasing the brake pressure by loosening 
a bleed screw confirmed that the problem was 
not any individual caliper, it was a more general 
problem. The next test was to loosen the brake 
master cylinder and allow it to move away 
slightly from the brake servo. This allowed the 
brakes to free up, and confirmed the source of 
the problem was the brake servo unit. It was 
putting pressure on the master cylinder and 
applying the brakes just enough to give the 
symptoms of a binding brake.
 Once the parts arrived, the job of replacing 
the servo was completed in under two hours.

The cause of the overheating and brake 
binding problems was a failing servo unit 
something which can be overlooked

VW Transporter - Hot brakes binding up

VW Lupo - Starting problems after service

A weeping fuel filter seal was at the heart of 
the starting problems
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