
Some owners are quite happy to drive around 

with a couple of problems, others are not. 

Some drivers will 

immediately rush to 

get the smallest 

problem fixed, others 

will run around with 

quite serious though 

not mechanically 

dangerous problems. 

The owner of 

this 2012 Hyundai 

i10 1.2 CVVT was in 

the must get it fixed 

category and he was 

adamant that this 

was an emergency. 

His washers were not 

working and this 

made the vehicle 

illegal to drive. 

He was, of 

course, correct and I 

duly got him in the 

next day so that I 

could assess the 

situation. A quick 

check revealed that the washers were not 

operating and that the washer fluid was good, 

but no sound could be 

heard when attempting to 

operate the washers. 

Using a test light 

I discovered that there was 

current going to the pump, 

but that this had failed. It is 

worth noting at this point 

that it is good to give the 

washers a spray at regular 

intervals, just to ensure that 

the pump and the fluid in 

the system gets moved 

occasionally. 

On this Hyundai, 

the reservoir is hidden 

behind the front bumper 

and the book time for this 

one is 2.7 hours. The front 

bumper cover needs to be 

removed to get access to 

the pump and so although 

this may be considered a 

small job, in reality it was 

not. 

This was one of those jobs that always feels a 

bit awkward, I had been asked to have a 

look at this 2005 Citroen Xsara Picasso 1.6 by the 

owner, to try and 

determine where the 

oil was coming from 

that had formed a 

new stain on her 

drive. She had 

recently had the 

clutch replaced, but I 

didn’t get to do this 

job as after ringing 

round and getting a 

lower price she 

decided to go with a 

lower offer. 

I suspect that 

the garage that 

carried out the job 

didn’t remove the 

offside driveshaft. 

This means that when 

the gearbox is put 

back into place, it can 

press against the seal if it has not been lined up 

perfectly. I always take the longer route doing 

this job, as it saves time in the long run when 

relocating the gearbox. 

The new leak on 

this Picasso was 

gearbox oil and it was 

coming from the offside 

driveshaft seal. As the 

leak had only occurred 

after the clutch job, it 

was pretty certain that 

the seal had been 

damaged during the 

process of replacing the 

clutch. 

I did work out a 

fair price for the 

replacement of the seal, 

but I suspect that the 

owner was about to go 

and try to get the 

original garage to put 

right the problem. 

Over the years we are all familiar with 

how much plastic is being used in the 

engine components, thermostat and coolant 

junctions along with inlet manifolds and 

radiator end and header tanks. Now 

another piece of plastic is creeping into the 

engine build and that is the sump drain 

plug. 

This 2016 Mercedes C220 AMG had a 

plastic sump drain plug. The plug is not 

threaded but has a bayonet type fixing and 

only needs half a turn to remove completely 

from the sump. This will not nip up but will 

only tighten to sit in one place and with a 

torque setting of only 4Nm this feels 

strangely low when tightening up. 

Reassuringly the Mercedes sump 

capacity is still above the average at 6 litres, 

which is one of the reasons I believe the 

engines last so well.  

The plastic sump plug takes just a quarter 
turn to lock into place

Hyundai i10 - Failed Washer Pump

Xsara Picasso - Oil stain after new clutch

The oil seal had only begun to leak after the 
clutch had been replaced 

Mercedes C-
Class - Plastic 
drain plugs

Access to the washer pump is not simple and 
makes the replacement time longer.
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