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The cause of this fracture is that the 
fastening nut is over tightened during 

assembly. As a result, the nut turns together 
with the eccentric cam during tensioning, 
subjecting it to an even greater load. This 
produces too much resistance, causing the 
adjustment cam to crack (Fig. A).
	 The solution is to only tighten the nut by 
hand prior to tensioning. Use an appropriate 
tool to hold the nut securely (Fig. B & C) so 

that it doesn’t turn together with the cam. 
You now tighten the tensioner pulley by 
turning it clockwise until the pointer aligns 
with the marker notch (Fig. C). You can then 
finish tightening the nut

An impact wrench must not be used 
for undoing or fastening bolts. 

Using an impact wrench increases the risk 
of the bolt fracturing. Lock the flywheel 
with the special tools designed for this 
purpose, for the specific engine you are 
working on. 
	 Carefully heat the bolt head using a 
hot air gun. Make sure that the heat does 
not damage any surrounding parts.
	 Now undo the bolt. If too much 
resistance builds up, screw the bolt back in 
a little and carefully heat it again.
	 Once you have removed the bolt, 
clean the thread inside the crankshaft 
using an M14x1.5 thread tap, to remove 
any thread-locking fluid residue, so that it 
is easier to screw in the new bolt.

Carefully heat the bolt with a hot air gun

Never use an impact wrench on a pulley bolt Clean the threads with a tap after removal

T E C H T I P  -  C o n t i n e n t a l

A potential problem arises when removing some belt pullet bolts. 
The locking fluid applied to the bolt’s thread can accumulate in the 
threads of the crankshaft, making it extremely difficult to undo and 
fasten bolts. This can cause the bolt to fracture. Continental has 
some suggestions on how to avoid this.

Replacing bolts for belt pulleys

Cam tensioner pulley fracture problem

The adjustment cam on the tensioner pulley 
can fracture during the tensioning process. 
Continental has provided these instructions 
for timing belt kits CT1168K1/ K2/ WP1/ WP2/ 
WP7/ WP9/ K6PRO/ WP8PRO that are for VW, 
Audi, Seat, Skoda EA288 1.4–2.0 TDi common 
rail engines.
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